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 How many of you know the Narnia stories by C. S. Lewis? In the 

first one, The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe, we hear of four 

children in England during World War II who are magically 

transported to the land of Narnia, which, however, is in the grip of an 

“endless winter with no Christmas” caused by the White Witch. The 

God force in Narnia is Aslan, a tremendous Lion, who is, we are told, 

good but not tame. Gifts are given to each of the children to help 

them in their work as they join the other inhabitants of Narnia to 

defeat the White Witch. The youngest child, Lucy, is given a vial of 

liquid which has the power to bring healing even to deep wounds. 

Although her siblings had great weapons, Lucy’s gift held Aslan’s 

power more than any other. 

 

 During my life and ministry, I have often wished for such a vial of 

healing liquid, but God has not given me that particular gift. Rather, 

God has made me the caretaker of another kind of liquid, the 

waters of baptism. So let me tell you a bit about the power in these 

waters, in case you have forgotten or not used them to their fullest 

potential, a sin of which probably every single one of us in this room 

is guilty, including me. 

 

 In these waters swirls mercy and forgiveness. Before we have 

even asked for it or known that we need it. This is the piece of 

John the Baptist’s waters that still move here. Baptism is burdens 

lifted, even decades after those waters touched us, if we claim 

that grace. Really, seriously, whatever you are carrying, 

however long you have been carrying it, that water which 

touched you washes it away. These are the waters of baptism. 

 

 In these waters swirls the Spirit of God. This is the Spirit that spoke 

through Isaiah to remind the people that God has taken them 

by the hand and kept them. God has taken you by the hand 



and kept you. This is not some TV movie guardian angel (those 

don’t actually exist in the Bible, and we have never been 

promised that we’ll be rescued from all trouble. Jesus wasn’t.). 

Rather, this is that dove that flutters in your heart, in your head. 

That inner GPS that keeps calling you back to the route God 

hopes you’ll take. This is the Spirit that both comforts and 

discomforts, depending on the day, the Spirit that can be both 

dove and fire. These are the waters of baptism. 

 

 In these waters swirl the power of God meant to dwell in you 

and to work through you. I love the Joshua reading for today. In 

this short conversation between God and the newly anointed 

leader of Israel, Joshua, God says three times, “be strong and 

courageous.” “I’ll be with you as I was with Moses,” God says to 

him, “only you need to be strong and very courageous.” “Don’t 

be scared,” says God, “be strong and courageous.” It’s not just 

about letting go of fear; it’s about letting go of timidity, too. In 

the book of Revelation, people are judged for being 

“lukewarm.” For being content with less than the fullness of 

God’s promises for themselves, and for their communities and 

the children of God in general. It’s not just about how one 

reacts to danger, but how one reacts to daily life and settling 

for what is just okay. These waters remind us that we need to be 

strong and courageous. These are the waters of baptism. 

 

 In these waters swirl the great cloud of witnesses, past and 

present, the community God has given us. I can’t exaggerate 

the importance of that gift. Many have wondered why Jesus 

allowed John to baptize him, and Jesus’ answer, according to 

Matthew, is vague at best. Most interpreters think that part of 

the reason is so that Jesus could become one with the people 

he came to serve, a solidarity with us sinners, as it were. God 

tells Joshua that as he crosses the river into the Promised Land 

(water is a deep and ongoing theme in the Bible), he carries 

with him Moses, and the Law which shapes the community of 

the people, and he goes with the help of the elders appointed 

by Moses. Once you have been touched by God, you do not 



walk through life alone unless you choose to. Any time you 

encounter a drop of water anywhere, you are reminded that 

there is a community of those who love you, even if you do not 

yet know them. We are here. We can’t solve all your problems, 

but we can walk with you. These are the waters of baptism. 

 

 And we walk together into the call God has for us. That’s 

another thing that swirls in these waters. That’s the “It’s not only 

about you” part of baptism. The prophet Isaiah heard God say 

“I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the 

nations.” The “you” there is plural. Not just the great and 

powerful Prophet, but all the people. Their call was pretty 

specific: to open the eyes of those who did not see; to go to 

the deepest dungeons to free those prisoners, and also to free 

those caught in any kind of darkness. When Jesus rose from the 

baptismal waters, he struggled with the temptation to ignore or 

pervert the call from God for his own purposes, and then he 

went out and, starting with a group of fishermen still dripping 

from the sea waters, he gathered a community to help him. 

Together, they began the very specific work of healing and 

teaching about God. These waters are not grace, strength, 

community, and spirit to serve God in general, to love in 

general, but to be specific about it. These are the waters of 

baptism. 

 

In the Narnia stories, Lucy was the youngest, smallest, and 

seemingly weakest of the four children. That’s how others might 

have seen her. Lucy never saw herself that way. Even before she 

had the precious vial, she believed in Aslan, in herself as a 

companion of Aslan, in the creatures and people of Narnia with 

whom she worked, especially the smallest ones. Forgiven, full of 

Spirit, strong and courageous, full of love for those around her, 

even the ones who, like her brother Edmond, made mistakes, and 

clear on her mission of healing, Lucy strode forward into Narnia 

when others hesitated and doubted. Like Joshua at the river, like 

the people Isaiah led home from exile, like the Magi coming into 



Bethlehem, then turning away from Herod as they went out of 

Bethlehem, like Jesus rising out of the Jordan.    

 

We rise from waters here. Where shall we go? More importantly, 

how shall we go? Only be strong, and very courageous. Only and 

always remember: You are baptized!!  

 

 

 


